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The Transforming Power of God 

Transformation that comes from God cannot be something superficial, limited or devoid 

of meaning. We need only look at His creation to discover the grandeur of life, beauty 

and complexity beyond all understanding. Everything that comes from God has an impact 

on living things and reflects His infinite wisdom.  

God is a Creator and when He transmits a gift to us, we enter into a process of 

transformation that generates more life. This divine gift also opens us up to His 

work, His mystery and His fruitfulness in our lives. 

This text invites us to reflect on the successive transformations of the founding charism 

of the Misericordia Sisters which will be handed over to the International Misericordia 

Family (IMF) as a legacy. Before going deeper into the subject, let us look at God’s work 

in the hidden mystery of an apple seed. It evolves and develops through time and 

produces what was intended but not before numerous transformations and assistance. 

 

The Apple Seed 

The heart of the seed, though invisible to the eye, contains the essence of what it is, what 

it will become and why it was created. 

But before the apple seed reaches maturity, it goes through a series of remarkable 

transformations. Its unique story begins when the seed is put into the ground. Then it 

germinates and becomes a new plant which will then become a tree. With care and time, 

it will become a mature tree. The tree will then give shade and its wood could then 

become firewood. But is that its only destiny? No it isn’t, because it holds a promise 

within, God’s promise, which urges it to further fulfillment. Then one day, beautiful 

flowers appear on its branches. Bees and butterflies are nourished by its pollen and 

nectar. Again we may think that everything has been accomplished and rejoice. But then, 

the flowers are given new skin. They become juicy apples that offer nutritional value and 

health benefits to humans and animals. Then the tree will be pruned to bear more fruit. 
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What is mysterious and marvellous about the process is that at the heart of the apple, the 

seed, no longer alone but with others, is ready to once again find a way to serve new life 

even more. This is unbelievable!  

Each gift of God is overflowing with life so that His Kingdom of Love will come. 

 

What about the Charism of Mercy? 

The charism entrusted to Rosalie Cadron-Jetté, the foundress, is a gift of the Holy Spirit, 

a seed which holds a divine promise. The gift of the charism has been entrusted for a 

specific purpose. This gift carries within itself a divine seed that is called to grow and 

serve Love in a special way. 

No one could have ever imagined, not even Rosalie, the extent to which the Spirit of God 

would guide the people in this work of Mercy. In fact, as St. Paul says, “the depths of 

God can only be known by the Spirit of God.” (1 Co 2:11). 

Throughout its history, this charism went through transformations and took on new 

forms. It had to update itself and adjust over time according to the realities of the Church 

and society. 

Like every gift of God, the charism has withstood the test of time and continued to 

develop its potential. 

Its history began on January 16, 1848, when the Community was founded. At that time 

Rosalie and her companions received training in midwifery. They welcomed and 

supported single mothers and women in need and offered midwifery services in their 

surrounding area. 

Their desire to serve Life was born in the fertile soil of simplicity, fragility and poverty. 

And suddenly, social and ecclesiastical changes provoked an upheaval within the 

Community. 

Under the strong urgings of medical doctors and at the request of Rome, doctors were to 

be the only ones authorized to provide childbirth services. Was this the end of the 

charism entrusted to the Community 18 years earlier? If not, how was the charism to 

evolve without losing its essence? 

Led by the Spirit of God, the Misericordia Sisters took on the challenge of the times. 

They adjusted to this new context. They ceased offering midwifery services and were 

relegated to a supportive role among their protégées. From that time on, they would give 

birth to life in a new way.  



 

 

The charism then caught a second breath, updated itself, and crossed borders.  

This new thrust generated life and creativity. To meet the many needs of their protégées, 

the Community opened maternity clinics, some of which became hospitals, nurseries, 

maternity homes and schools. The charism of Rosalie would be passed on from one 

generation to the other with the desire to protect and respect life. The works of the 

community grew throughout the world and the very essence of the founding charism was 

alive wherever the Community was present. A family spirit was transmitted in all these 

places through people who were committed to this work. Henceforth, the deep values of 

the founding charism were recognized and shared by lay people who took part in the 

mission. The charism became an invitation to grow spiritually and humanly. What 

richness! 

One hundred years later, following Vatican II, major changes took place within the 

Church and society. 

It was a time when the charism was refined in order to keep its vitality and essence. At 

the 1967 Chapter of the Community, the Constitutions were updated and questioned. In 

Quebec, the Misericordia Sisters decided to hand over their hospitals to the State and 

elsewhere, they were handed over to religious communities or lay corporations. 

How was the Community going to pursue the charism in Quebec and elsewhere 

according to the Mission of Mercy entrusted to them by the Church in 1848? 

Their closeness to the mothers in distress and their children led the Community to 

develop small-scale works. 

 

What about Today? 

The Spirit continues to enlighten us through the charism, God’s gift… 

The Misericordia Sisters will one day hand over the charism of their foundress, Mother 

Rosalie, to their spiritual Family. As inheritors, the committed lay people of the 

International Misericordia Family will become responsible for its development. They will 

undertake this crucial change to pursue the Life of this charism that will continue to grow 

because it carries a divine promise. After 169 years, miraculously we have kept the heart 

of the charism, the essence of why the Community was created, and continued to be a 

light that shines ‒ a light that makes all the difference.  

What God creates is greater than what we perceive or see. 

 


